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‘ WASBINGTON ‘March 2% The Sens

-ate is moving taward almost certain |:

passage of a bill that would make it a:
crime to expose the identities-of intellis:
.working under. cover.

 crimes or abuses by intelligence agents

ceals

gence agents:
abroad, but lawmaXxers appear.to be’
closely ‘divided over a proposed amend-|
ment that would make it easter to eon-,
vict pecplewmnderthelegislation. © %
The bill would for the first time expuo
itly maXke it a crime for reporters and
private citizens to publish information
gleaned fromy public sources, such as’
diplomatic lists, or using lawful investi..
gative tachniques, even if the same in.
{gm;dm:had previwsly bem pub-
h - O -
In the ﬂoor debate whichbeganlast
Thursday, no Senator has opposed the
concept outlawing- the publication of

agents’ names, despite-arguments: by

prominent. constitutional scholars and~1
some former prosecutors that this would

poss
infringe-upon.the First Amendment .o “Senator Chatee said:.“I'm not

right to reportillegal or impmper cons;
-duct by Government agencies,. .. :iix
The debate has centered on the Ppro-.
posed amendment, which would extend -
the ban to include arlyone who exposes’
_covert agents.*‘with reason to belleve
" that such activities would impair or im.-
pede the-foreign intelligence activities
.of the United Stata" eveu l! that: was:

Final votes'on the bill and'the unmd-
_mment, by Senator John H.
Chafee, Republican of Rhode Island, are:
expected by next weelk... - " i A

t:&egl >ported by l;.r-;'idWh%cg i

s y. Suppo ent Rea..
gan and the Central Inteiligence Agen-

cy, would make the Senate bill identical’
to one passed bythe House bya 354-tc>58

_voteinSeptember,*. . .

‘The bili presentsa clmlc conm
tween the national security. and'—&vn
hurﬁarm - \m{;?t e -,‘ =¥ 43(‘('63’2 Ay,

- Itis aimed ufrimaruy ‘at such’ foxmer
-central intelligence-agents as ‘Philip
Agee and such, writers as Louis- Wolf;
‘ editor of the Covert'Action Informatlon

' Bulletin, who have systernatically, pub--

-lished lista of undercover agents’ names:

‘with the avowed purpose of impeding.
foreign intelligence: operations. Many |-
:ﬁinaﬁzr; saim ttlhoor debate l}haﬁ

s had en e agents‘ ves
and thenauonalsemrity..*- ~-.,'a~ B

.agents,

portexs and: others who seex to’expose
or informers, mcludmg former agents.

tion of the law ctuld be imprisoned for
up tothreeyeaxsandﬁnedup to 315 000
'foreachvloladon. PR : .
While the version of the bill profen-ad
4 by press advocates and-civil-liberties
groues would punish' anyone who pubs
‘lishes agents’ identities only if they did
so with “intent to impair or impede’” in-
telligence activities, the Chafee amend-
ment would extend the Jaw to anyone

whodid sowith *’reason to believe’! such,

impairment might result..-

A reporter prosecuted under the “rea-

i son to believe” standard might 'be con-
victed on the basis of evidence that Gov-
ernment officials had told him that pub-

lication of the names of .agents would

impair intelligence activities, évenif his
intention wasto expose illegal conduct.
Askedinaninterview about this ) 5

-sure that The New York Times or The
Washington Post has the right to expose
“hames of agents any more-than Mr.

*WolforMr.. Agee.’rhey’ll just havetobe
careful - about - P

USSR

o permitbet:plein the gulse of m

‘of exposing their names is just. insanx
ty,"Mr Chafeesaid. - ;

of his amendment is to prevent “'despi-

Wolf *whoare in the business of naming
narmes” of agents from escaping convic-
tion-dy arguing that thexr in tions
werenoble. R ;
< The bill would also pm-ﬁsh wr!ters of
articles exposing the identities of United
States citizens who act as secret inform-
ers for intelligence ageacies even if they
-Jare- not ‘employed as agents and the |

“Measure Contains Penaltles 7% F¥o*
L Under the bill,‘anyone found in viola-

o 'xepmented news organizations before
-} the Supreme Court in major mtltu-

[ dom of speech to engage in the business

.| Amendment rights of American citizens
! 1 more directly than any sericusly consid-
F ¢ Senator Chafee has sald the purpose.

cable” people like Mr. Agee-and Mr."

'rdﬁst’i'.)n“l.‘xbyé “and ‘engaged 'in other]
illegal activities for profit while continu-
ing to prwide lnformation to Athe agen«

Senators Jcseph R. Bldm Jr.,‘Demo-
crat of Delaware, Bill Bradley, Demo-
cratof New Jersey, and others who have
opposed the Chafee- amendment have
 cited many of these articles in flcor de-.
bate and warned that the amendment
might thake suchreporting a crime,
They favor a version of the bill that
 prevailed over the House-passed “rea.
son to believe” language by a 9-to-8 vote
in'the Senate Judiciary committee last
October. That version would require
 proof of “'Intent to !mpalr or impede® in.
-telligence operations to convict anycne
whodisclosed agents’ identities, .

Many scholars say that both versions'
of the bill are unconstitutional violations
of freedom of speech and of the press, al-
though the Justice Departmect has ap-
provedbothversions.. .- ..

- #*Both bills wounld permlt presecut*on
of journalists and others who identity a
C.I.A. agent who has, iIn violation of.
Americanlaw, engaged in criminal con-
duct within the United States,” Floyd
Abrams, a New York lawyer Who has

tionalcaswsa.idtoday. Soanaad
MThis. bill . threatens - eore First

ered by Congress since the énd ot World
\Warll,” Mr. Abrams said. - vz
More than 100 scholars signed a letter
| in the fall of 1980 denouncing the Chafee
‘version of the bill as unconstitutional,
- Prof. Philip Kurland of the University of
Chicago, a prominent constituticnal ex.
‘pert witha reputation for conservatism,
Ahas called the proposal “the clearest
violation of the First, Amendment at.
\temptedbyCongress inthisera,”> - - .
;- But press groups, including the Socl-

1dentities of foreigners who are or have ety of Professional Journalists and the
beenintelligence agents or informers. .- i American' Newspaper Publishers’ As-

‘Dozens of articles and broadcasts by sociation, and the American Civil Liber.
 major news:organizations in the last | ties Union are concentrating their ener.
year have exposed the pames.and ac- | gies on pushing for the “intemt” lan.
tivitles of intelligence agents, formerguage, rather than on what they say-
over-

‘agents and- informers operatlng [would be a doomed effort to limit cover-
ageofthebilltoformerotficials,. - -
;- “‘Because there i3 a steamroller to
\ [passabill, we are asking the Senators to
:pass_the least damaging bill,” Jerry

2 mega!AcﬂvidaaCcneettx
Former agents who would be pm-»

tected by the measure include Edwin P, |
Vilsen and Frank E. Terpil, who, ac--
' cording to reports in The New York

- But.the billis. worded so bmdly that
even some su/

PN £ T BR SORe

Times, other newspapers and by the

{Berman, - legislative- counsel for the
»Amerlcan Civil Liberties Union, said’
;today But he added.that *‘we are pre-|

‘narad th crhallanms shia W1 2o 7L
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